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Readings: Easter Sunday The Resurrection of the Lord | USCCB 

 

Birthday Candle 

A priest was once celebrating the easter vigil, and while outside 

standing around the easter fire, as he lit the paschal candle in silence, 

someone burst into a hymn… and no it wasn’t a choir member bursting 

into a halleluiah or the gloria, it was a child singing “happy birthday to 

you…!”  

How fitting! Because if we think about it, it is a giant birthday 

candle. What we celebrate today is the power of God through baptism 

bringing about a new birth that saves. 

What does that mean? To be saved? The scriptures we heard today 

give us many ways to understand salvation, I’ll briefly mention three of 

them:  

Scripture tells us that to be saved is to have our identity restored 

for what it is, being made in the image and likeness of God. We 

recognize that everything in our lives influences how we see the world 

and ourselves, and because we are vulnerable, these things can shape our 

identity for good or ill. Baptism restores our identity and initiates the 
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process of salvation which is ongoing as we learn how to reclaim the 

image of God in which we are made. 

Scripture tells us that to be saved is to be freed from slavery. So 

often it is our sins; those vices and bad habits that seem to direct the 

course of our lives and we cannot seem to overcome them, we are 

enslaved. In baptism, we allow the power of God to take charge and let 

the Spirit be who directs our lives towards making the choices that bring 

true freedom.  

Scripture tells us that to be saved is to be assured that God loves us 

and is with us. Jesus in John 15 says “remain in me, as I remain in 

you… as the father loves me, so I also love you... remain in my love.” 

Salvation places us directly in the sacred heart of God’s loving presence. 

By the way, our paschal candle this year speaks of this, it is adorned 

with the sacred heart at the center.  

All of that and much more is what we are all here to witness. All 

the rituals that tonight entail, the lights, the water, the bells, the incense, 

the oil… it all speaks of salvation, it all says that the power of the 

resurrection is not hidden, but is at work before our eyes. 

The question is, do you see it? 
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Sometimes we want to see God’s power how it is described in the 

old days… as in the times of Moses or Jesus. We might wish to see the 

waters of Puget Sound being parted in two. A whirlwind of fire on top of 

Mount Rainier with angle trumpets blasting from the sky. Instead of 

unusual April snow, manna falling from the sky… a person being raised 

form the dead or walking on water… if only that happened! If only 

God’s power was that visible, then my faith would be stronger, more 

people would believe, and the world would be a better place. 

Yet, the saving power of the resurrection that is being unleashed 

in the world tonight is more visible than any of those manifestations, and 

we need to look no further than to the lives of those with us tonight who 

are among the thousands of people around the world seeking baptism. If 

you want to see the power of God, let their testimony tell you just how 

powerful it is… so powerful it has given them the conviction to be here.  

All of you seeking baptism today, you are here because you have 

experienced the power of God’s in your life… and you want to be 

bathed in the Spirit of God to receive what Jesus promises: salvation, 

new life, freedom and to remain in his love.  
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For some of you, you have been brought to this moment through 

the witness of your family. Maybe it was through your partner. Maybe 

you had your own agony in the garden and in the darkest moment of 

your life, you found Jesus there, suffering with you, and you heard his 

voice calling you out of that darkness and despair and felt a new 

strength unlike you have ever experienced before, and suddenly you 

found yourself understanding St. Paul as he exclaimed “I can do all 

things through Christ who strengthens me.”  

And though each one of you has your own story, the Spirit has 

pulled you towards the same direction, around the waters of baptism 

where you will be submerged, die to your old self, be brought into a new 

life as a member of the Christian community, and be united with the 

Church, visible and invisible, as you receive the Eucharist.  

Think about that, a group of strangers from all walks of life 

suddenly find themselves desiring to be of one mind, one body, one 

heart, one faith… only the power of God can gather us in that way, a 

power that was unleashed into the world at the resurrection, and people 

everywhere are experiencing it.  
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Quick story. Yesterday morning a young man I had never seen 

before came rushing into the church, rushes towards me, bends down, 

touches my feet, rises and says “father, I meet Jesus, I know Jesus loves 

me, and I want to be baptized.”  

The he proceeded to tell me that he grew up Hindu, that two years 

ago in India he went through a severe depression, and how in that 

darkest of moments he found Jesus… Jesus! That strange man he had 

only heard about that Christians believed in was suddenly somehow 

right there with him, loving him, holding him, suffering with him. He 

kept saying “Father, I believe… I know it was him, I know it was Jesus, 

I don’t know how I know, but I know, and I want to be baptized.” 

Then he tells me how he had to leave India because in his area, 

converting to Christianity is illegal and they wanted to kill him, so he 

escaped. I had chills as he spoke, and I remembered: that’s the gospel 

experience of Luke: Accepting Jesus and being meet with the forces of 

diabolos in society rejecting you. But now in the states, the only thing he 

wants is to be baptized, to remain in His love.   
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The power of God is manifested anywhere and to anyone who is in 

need of being saved, of being restored, of being freed, of being loved. 

Anyone in need? That’s the human journey, that’s your story, our story. 

Tonight, we began by recounting the past, the journey of our 

human family from Genesis to Jesus, and ended with Luke’s account of 

the resurrection, the end of the gospel. However, remember what I 

mentioned in our introduction to Luke’s gospel months ago: that this 

gospel is only the first part of a longer story… it continues with Acts of 

the Apostles: life after the resurrection, life after baptism, the end is only 

the beginning.  

Dear catechumens, welcome to this new chapter of the journey. 

Happy new birth-day, I have a giant candle for you and something better 

than cake… so I hope you are ready, because we are only getting started. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In brief, the paschal candle with which we begin today is like a 

birthday candle, because what we celebrate today is the power of God 

through baptism bringing about a new birth that saves. 

It is important to understand what this means, to be saved.  
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Scripture tells us that to be saved is to have our identity restored 

for what it is, being made in the image and likeness of God. We 

recognize that everything in our lives influences how we see the world 

and ourselves, and because we are vulnerable, these things can shape our 

identity for good or ill. Baptism restores our identity and initiates the 

process of salvation which is ongoing as we learn how to reclaim the 

image of God in which we are made. 

Scripture tells us that to be saved is to be freed from slavery. So 

often it is our sins; those vices and bad habits that seem to direct the 

course of our lives and we cannot seem to overcome them, we are 

enslaved. In baptism, we allow the power of God to take charge and let 

the Spirit be who directs our lives towards making the choices that bring 

true freedom.  

Scripture tells us that to be saved is to be assured that God loves us 

and is with us. Jesus in John 15 says “remain in me, as I remain in 

you… as the father loves me, so I also love you... remain in my love.” 

Salvation places us directly in the sacred heart of God’s loving presence. 

By the way, our paschal candle this year speaks of this, it is adorned 

with the sacred heart at the center.  
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All of that and much more is what salvation means which begins 

with baptism. There is power in what we are seeing tonight. 

The question is, do you see it? 

Sometimes we want to see God’s power how it is described in the 

old days… as in the times of Moses or Jesus. We might wish to see the 

waters of Puget Sound being parted in two. A whirlwind of fire on top of 

Mount Rainier with angle trumpets blasting from the sky. Instead of 

unusual April snow, manna falling from the sky… a person being raised 

form the dead or walking on water… if only that happened! If only 

God’s power was that visible, then my faith would be stronger, more 

people would believe, and the world would be a better place. 

Yet, the saving power of the resurrection that is being unleashed 

in the world tonight is more visible than any of those manifestations, and 

we need to look no further than to the lives of those with us tonight who 

are among the thousands of people around the world seeking baptism. If 

you want to see the power of God, let their testimony tell you just how 

powerful it is… so powerful it has given them the conviction to be here.  

Everyone seeking baptism today had an experience of the power of 

God in their life that has brought them to this point. For some, it was the 



Homily | Year C | Easter Vigil | 04/16/2022 

9 

 

Christian witness of a family member or partner. For others, it was 

experiencing the love of God in a moment of difficulty. Yet, despite how 

different their lives have been, they have all experienced the power of 

the same Spirit which has brought them around the same waters of 

baptism seeking new life and around one altar seeking the Eucharist.  

This is the power of God in the world, visible in the most 

important place, the heart of every person, where it matters the most, 

pulling us all towards the heart of God.  

That’s the human journey. Tonight, we began by recounting the 

past, the journey of our human family from Genesis to Jesus, and ended 

with Luke’s account of the resurrection, the end of the gospel. However, 

remember what I mentioned in our introduction to Luke’s gospel months 

ago: that this gospel is only the first part of a longer story… it continues 

with Acts of the Apostles: life after the resurrection, life after baptism, 

the end is only the beginning.  

Today we welcome our catechumens into the new chapter of the 

journey, this time joining us as Christians. As their new birth-day, we 

have a giant candle for them, and to eat something better than cake… 

Today is the beginning, we are only getting started. 


